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Background

The Continuous Cover Forestry Group (CCFG) was
inaugurated on 13th March 1991, following a meeting at
Longleat Estate, Wiltshire. Its objective then was to

encourage the structural and biological diversity of

forests and woods by the use of uneven aged silvicutural
systems.

Since that time the Group has grown in numbers and the
concept is much more widely accepted. It is now
included, as a valid approach to woodland management,
in both the UK Forestry Standard and the UK Woodland
Assurance Scheme (UKWAS).

Defining Continuous Cover Forestry
Stand structure

The CCFG feels that forests managed in accordance with
the principles described below, will generally develop a
permanently irregular structure at compartment level over
a long period. At this time, however, it is uncertain
whether permanently-irregular structures will develop in
stands composed entirely of light-demanding species or
in certain upland forest types. In such cases, higher rates
of natural disturbance will lead to a mosaic of structures,
some of which could involve regeneration gaps of a
significant size. The transformation process, i.e. the intial
period when CCF principles are applied to even-aged
stands, may also involve even-aged elements, either
through the use of small-scale clear-felling or the
adoption of shelterwood systems,
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Activities of the Group

« Foster the exchange of information and practical
experience in the management of uneven-aged
woodlands within the UK and abroad.

* Organise a programme of field visits, both at home
and abroad, in order to exchange ideas and promote
the understanding ol continuous cover forest
management.

« Arrange practical workshops and seminars to
facilitate the understanding of CCF systems and
extend its practice.

* Publish a biannual Newsletter and other
information about continuous cover

* Maintain contact with other UK and European
organisations, colleges and universities engaged in
woodland management.

« Encourage research into the methods and benefits
of CCF management.

ASSOCIATION OF ELROPEAN UNION EUROPEENNE DE
FORESTERS PRACTISING - = 5 FORESTIERS AUX CONCEPTIONS
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amzngéd a number of very sucaes.qﬁd visits on the
connnent ﬁmted by Pm—dea members.
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