What are the Benefits?
Through the retention of a permanent forest structure
Continuous Cover management ensures robust and
resilient forest ecosystems delivering considerable
benefits to people, nature and business.

For People
•
•
•
•
•

Recreation, health and well being.
The maintenance of quality water supplies.
Soil protection through erosion control.
Retaining green infrastructure.
Long term storage of carbon in both timber and
forest soils.

For Nature
• Stable and robust, structurally diverse habitats.
• Nutrient recycling and deadwood retention.
• Maintenance of soil productivity and biodiversity.

For Business
• Production of high quality timber.
• Resilience to increased adverse weather events.
• Improved economics, for example reduced
establishment costs.
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What does a Continuous
Cover forest look like?
Who are we?
We are a group of people from a wide
range of backgrounds with a passion and
enthusiasm for how we manage forests
and woods. We meet each year across
England, Wales and Scotland, and are
part of a European wide network who
are promoting close to nature forestry.

How are Continuous
Cover forests managed?
More than a hundred years science and research has
helped develop a set of guidelines for managing
Continuous Cover forests and woodlands.

Even aged plantation prior to transformation

Our Vision

We seek to work with the site and respect ecological
processes and inherent variation rather than impose
artificial uniformity.

Adopt a holistic approach

Our Vision is to see the transformation of even aged forests
and woodlands to structurally, visually and biologically
diverse ecosystems which are delivering multiple benefits
to people and nature into the future.

What are Continuous Cover Forests
and Woods?

Adapt the forest to the site

We regard the whole forest ecosystem as the production
capital of the forest. This includes the soil, the forest micro
climates, fungi, flora and fauna as well as the trees
themselves.

Transformation in progress

Maintain forest habitats
We regard the maintenance of the forest habitat as an
essential tool, and this includes avoiding clear felling.

Forests and woodlands managed under Continuous Cover
are dynamic ecosystems with a diverse structure including
big trees, small trees, areas of dense regeneration, gaps and
glades. They provide a range of habitats within a retained
canopy. This is managed through regular thinning, which
ultimately initiates natural regeneration.

Develop the forest structure

Transformation well advanced

Stand improvement is concentrated upon the development
of preferred individual trees rather than the creation of a
uniform block of stems. A characteristic of permanently
irregular stands is that yield control is based upon
measurements of stem diameter and increment rather
than age and area.

